
..

ENTERTAINMENT COMMUNICATIONS. INC.
SAFETY HAIIIOR, FLOfIDA

CH.278C PEfMSSlaE SITE ZONE
FOR PROPOSED BRADENTON, FL AU.OTMENT

\
\

Nate: Ptmrl......zane
conIIIIIIlllt..
~sltillftd

the pIIn to..__

Ch..et ..a...,.
II CIipI ca..1Il. ..
... byWJICI.

\
\
\
\
\

ARN\N
W-16EtB

\



44'''.

Attachment 3



~E 4
8TH STORY of Level 2 printed in FULL format.

Times Publishing Company
St. Petersburg Times

March 13 1 1993 1 Saturday, City Edition

SECTION: NATIONAL; Pg. 1A

LENGTH: 1703 words

HEADLINE: MacDi11 Air Force Base spared fate of 31 other bases: closure

BYLINE: DAVID DAHL

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:

Tampa's MacDi11 Air Force Base, a few steps from closure just two years
ago, turned out to be Florida's big winner Friday in a new round of recommended
base closings that would eliminate 11 1 600 jobs elsewhere in the state.

In his report to the Base Closure and Realignment Commission, Defense
Secretary Les Aspin urged the shutdown of hurricane-ravaged Homestead Air

Force Base, the Naval Hospital and Naval Training Center in Orlando, Cecil
Field Naval Air Station in Jacksonville and a Naval Aviation Depot in
Pensacola.

In alII Aspin recommended that 31 major installations be closed and 122
others be scaled back to fit the shrinking military force in the post-Cold War
era. Leaders in each of the communities hit by the cutbacks will be trying to
get the commission to save their bases.

But MacDi11 would not only survive l it would thrive under Aspin's plan. The
base in Tampa's Interbay peninsula is still losing the F-16 tactical training
wing that was transferred to Arizona by the 1991 base closure commission, but
the defense secretary wants the rest of the facility to remain intact:

The Joint Communications Support Element stays in Tampa, reversing a
decision by the 1991 commission to transfer it to South Carolina. That would
keep 615 jobs at MacDill.

The 482nd Air Force Reserve Fighter Wing, transferred to MacDi11 after
Hurricane Andrew hit Homestead Air Force Base in August, would remain in
Tampa. But next year l the reserve wing would switch from flying F-16 1 s to 10
KC-135 fuel tankers.

The Air Force Reserve would run the airfield at "reduced operating hours and
services" beginning in March 1994, with an eye toward transferring the runway
to civilian control at some unspecified point.

The Defense Department's operations would remain even if the runway shifted
to civilian control. That means MacDi11 still would be home to the u.S.
Central Command and the Special Operations Command as well as a base hospital.
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MacDill employs 6,145 civilian and military personnel and pumps $ 1-billion
into the local economy, so Tampa Bay area officials were relieved with
Friday's news. But they are wary of possible changes by the base closure
commission, which holds its first meeting next week.

"We feel that this gives us a great deal of hope for MacDill, but by no
means do we feel we're out of the woods," said developer A1 Austin, who is
co-chairman of the local MacDill Response Team. "The one thing that we have
to be very concerned about is that we are still in a period where a lot of
things can happen."

Florida's total job loss ranks third among the states on Aspin's list. The
hardest hit is California, which is to lose 31,747 military and civilian
positions and eight bases. Second highest is South Carolina, losing 17,443
positions.

President Clinton's home state of Arkansas stands to lose only 14 jobs and
two small facilities.

Nationwide, the recommended cutbacks are intended to save $ 3.1-billion a
year, once the long process of shutdown is completed in 2000, Aspin said.
Combined with the last two rounds of closures, ordered in 1988 and 1991, the
government will have shut 73 major installations at a savings of $ 5.6-billion
a year after the 1993 proposal is approved.

To soften the blow, Clinton is proposing $ 20-billion over the next five
years to retrain military workers, retool defense firms and help hard-hit
communities. His aides realize the defense drawdown will put a further drag on
the shaky economy.

"It dramatically impacts almost immediately on housing markets and it
certainly impacts on the whole small-business community," said Leon Panetta,
the White House budget director.

MacDill's situation today is virtually opposite from that of two years ago,
when then-Defense Secretary Dick Cheney recommended that the Tampa base be
"partially closed" and the airstrip shut. For a time, the base closure
commission threatened to close it entirely, but the panel eventually endorsed
Cheney's recommendation.

Since then, Tampa Bay area politicians have tried to move government
agencies that use airplanes to the base so the runway will stay open. Without
a working airstrip, MacDill was an attractive candidate for shutdown this
year.

Hurricane Andrew helped MacDill's fate. So did then-President Bush, who
came to Pinellas County during a campaign trip and ordered the transfer of a
dozen National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration planes from South
Florida to MacDill.

Also, U.S. Rep. C. W. Bill Young, R-Indian Rocks Beach, gained the support
of the military commands at MacDill, who told the Pentagon that their special
units need a working runway - especially for their covert operations.
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"Those two commands are what saved us," said U.S. Rep. Sam Gibbons, D-Tampa.

On still another front, Young appealed to Colin Powell, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, to make MacDi11 the southern home for a unit of KC-13S
tankers. The planes, which are the military version of a Boeing 707, refuel
long-range bombers and other planes in the air.

Aspin endorsed Young's suggestion Friday. The end result: MacDi11 would
lose about 1,100 jobs as opposed to the 2,600 it was expected to lose under
the plan approved in 1991.

"Assuming this goes through like the other one did, I think MacDill's
future is very secure," said Young.

While Tampa Bay's politicians want the base closure commission to uphold
Aspin's recommendations, lawmakers from around the state will be trying to
persuade the commission to reverse the suggestions affecting other bases.

The pOliticians were particularly worried about Aspin's recommendation to
close Homestead Air Force Base, which is the anchor to a community flattened
by Hurricane Andrew last August. There's little sentiment in Congress to
completely rebuild the base - at a cost of $ SOO-million - but last year
lawmakers approved $ 92-million to prepare the damaged runway for other federal
agencies.

The base is still home to other government agencies, but Gov. Lawton Chiles
and Sen. Bob Graham, D-Fla., fear the tenants will leave town if the Air Force
pulls out.

"I truthfully think this would not have happened but for the
hurricane," Chiles told reporters.

As for Orlando, Florida's politicians were noting that the targeted Naval
Training Center is a fairly new Navy facility - and therefore should keep its
doors open.

Two years ago, the state argued that Orlando provided a cheaper, yearround
climate to train recruits. The commission bought the argument, and the Naval
Training Center was one of just four installations lifted from Cheney's list
of closing recommendations.

- Times staff writers Jennifer L. Stevenson, Richard Danielson, Karl Vick and
Eileen Shanahan contributed to this report.

Base closings

Here are the major bases outside of Florida scheduled for closure:

Army

Fort McClellan, Ala.

Vint Hill Farms, Va.

Navy
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Naval Station, Mobile, Ala.

Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, Calif.

Marine Corps Air Station, EI Toro, Calif.

Naval Air Station, Alameda, Calif.

Naval Aviation Depot, Alameda, Calif.

Naval Hospital, Oakland, Calif.

Naval Station Treasure Island, San Francisco.

Naval Supply Center, Oakland, Calif.

Naval Training Center, San Diego.

Naval Air Station, Barbers Point, Hawaii.

Naval Air Station, Glenview, Ill.

Naval Electronics Systems Engineering Center, St. Inigoes, Md.

Naval Air Station, Meridian, Miss.

Naval Air Station, South Weymouth, Mass.

Naval Station, Staten Island, N.Y.

Aviation Supply Office, Philadelphia.

Charleston Naval Shipyard, S.C.

Naval Station, Charleston, S.C.

Naval Air Station, Dallas.

Naval Aviation Depot, Norfolk, Va.

Air Force

K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base, Mich.

Newark Air Force Base, Ohio.

O'Hare International Airport Air Force Reserve Station, Chicago.

Defense Logistics Agency

Defense Electronics Supply Center, Dayton, Ohio.

Defense Personnel Support Center, Philadelphia.
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What about Florida's bases?

Florida would lose 11,623 civilian and military jobs if Defense Secretary Les
Aspin's recommendations are approved. In all, seven military facilities would
be closed. Here is a look at the larger bases in Florida affected by the
cutbacks:

Base

Homestead AFB

Cecil Field Naval Air Station

Jacksonville

Job Annual

loss savings

4,777 $ 75.4-million

7,828 $ 56.7-million

Navy Aviation Depot

Pensacola

Naval Training Center

Orlando

Naval Hospital

Orlando

MacDill AFB

Tampa

3,404

9,480

1,111

$ 51.1-million

$ 69-million

$ 8.1-million

$ 25.6-million+

+ The government is saving this amount because it would not relocate the Joint
Communications Support Element, which had been ordered to transfer to South
Carolina by the 1991 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission.

What's next?

April and May: Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission holds public
hearings on the merits of Defense Secretary Les Aspin's list of recommended
closures.

June 1: Deadline for the commission to publish proposed changes to Aspin's
list.

July 1: Deadline for the commission to send its final recommendations for
closures and cutbacks to President Clinton.

July 15: Deadline for Clinton to approve or reject the recommendations. If
he approves, the report goes to Congress for final approval. If he rejects, it
goes back to the commission for revisions.

September: Unless rejected by both houses of Congress, the commission'S
report becomes law within 45 working days after it goes to Congress.
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